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Charles E. Chace Memorial Scholarship
Charles Chace grew up in north central Nebraska and was the youngest of four children born to Ralph
and Mildred Chace. Education was highly valued by his family. Upon graduation from high school, he
worked hard putting himself through the University of Nebraska, graduating with a law degree.
As a young attorney practicing in Holt County, Neb., he met the love of his life, Mary Lois Hammond.
They met at the O’Neill courthouse where she worked. Mary Lois was instrumental in bringing her
Catholic faith into his life.
After their marriage, he was drafted into the Army and they moved to the south. It was there Charles
studied and joined the Catholic Church. Stories of him making his First Communion with second
graders in Arkansas were frequently told. When the class was quizzed about the faith, the priest would
verify the answer by saying, “Isn’t that right Lieutenant?”
Following the war, Charles returned to his practice in Holt County. In the mid-1950s, the family moved
to Minnesota where Charles took up public relations. He continued this line of work until the late 50s
when the family moved back to Nebraska and settled in Lincoln.
In Lincoln, he represented the Nebraska Petroleum Institute as their executive director. He was
extremely active in Nebraskaland tourism, the Arbor Day Foundation, Blessed Sacrament Church,
Knights of Columbus, St. Elizabeth Hospital, American Legion and the preservation of St. Francis
Chapel.
Charles and Mary Lois were blessed with six children. All attended Catholic schools and four graduated
from Pius X - Rosemary ('63), Gene ('68), Bob ('72) and Fran ('73).
Charles passed away in May 1995. Catholic education was extremely valued by the Chace family. It was
for this reason that the scholarship fund was created for non-Catholic students who wanted a Catholic
education. It was Charles’ dream that any student who desired a Catholic education could realize one
with the help of scholarship tuition assistance.

